CONDITION OF THE KATHIS

nagar, together with those of the many smaller States
comprising Halar were next undertaken, after which
Colonel Walker moved into that central part of the
peninsula inhabited by the Kathis, properly known as
Kathiawad. As the Kathis had recently been severely
punished both by Jam Jasaji and by Wakhatsinhji Gohel,
and had called upon the British for aid, in no instance was
an exhibition of force necessary in arranging the settle-
ments regarding them, although they existed under so
many distinct chiefs. They had suffered greatly of late
years from both Rajputs and Marathas, and besides being
glad of the protection now offered them, they, in common
with all other people in Saurashtra, welcomed the prospect
of the discontinuance of the Maratha Mulkgiri system.

Colonel Walker found the Kathis in a very poor state
of prosperity. Originally a tribe of nomads, wandering
abroad throughout the peninsula, and possessing no
landed property they could rightly call their own, they
had gradually obtained from various Rajput rulers grants
of villages and lands as a price for not plundering the
remaining portions of their territories. Other portions
of the province they usurped, and in course of time they
became settled in those parts which were called after
them. Their chief towns were Than, Jasdan, Jetpur, and
Chital, and the last named they received from small
Rajput chieftains who stipulated only for the payment in
return of a fixed sum for their subsistence. Chital even-
tually became quite a commercial centre, as the result of
an incident whereby a trader set up a business in the
town. A wealthy bania at Amreli had been maltreated
and disgraced, and had fled to Chital, leaving his property
behind him. He there agreed with the Kathis to give
them one half of whatever they might recover for him,
and they, only too glad of an excuse for raiding, undertook
on these terms to get what they could. They raided
Amreli and recovered all the merchant's goods and money,
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